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TRANSITIONS TO DEMOCRACY

This course offers a comparative study of the wave of democratization that has swept much of Latin America, Southern Europe, East Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union during the past three decades. The course will analyze the theoretical literatures on regime change and compare the experiences of countries emerging from bureaucratic authoritarianism, military rule, personalistic dictatorships, and state socialism. We will investigate, among other topics: the meaning of democracy; the factors that facilitate or impede democratic transition; the roles and strategies of elites and mass movements; problems of nationalism and interethnic conflict in transitions; the relationship between democratization and economic transformation; and the possible limits of democratization and risks of reversion to authoritarianism.

Requirements consist of two preliminary exams, a final exam, and attendance at all lectures and discussion sections. Each of the three exams will count for 25 percent of the course grade. Attendance at lectures and discussion sections and participation in discussions and debates will count for 25 percent. Students will have the opportunity to participate in one of the several debates that we will carry out on controversial topics. Effective participation in the student debates will enhance the final grade.

All course materials are in the assigned books and in articles that are available on the web. For the articles available on the web, the site is noted under the entry on the syllabus. The following books are recommended for purchase and will also be available on library reserve:

Felipe Aguero and Jeffrey Stark. Fault Lines of Democracy in Post-Transition Latin America. Miami, Florida: North-South Center Press, University of Miami, 1998.

Patrick Chabal and Jean-Pascal Daloz. Africa Works: Disorder as Political Instrument. Bloomington, Indiana: The International African Institute and Indiana University Press, 1999.

Larry Diamond and Marc F. Plattner, eds. The Global Divergence of Democracies. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001.

Larry Diamond and Marc F. Plattner, eds. The Global Resurgence of Democracy, 2nd ed. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996.

Samuel S. Kim, ed. Korea’s Democratization. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003.

Guillermo O’Donnell and Philippe C. Schmitter. Transitions from Authoritarian Rule: Tentative Conclusions about Uncertain Democracies. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986.

Barry Rubin. The Tragedy of the Middle East. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002.

Richard Sandbrook. Closing the Circle: Democratization and Development in Africa. New York: Zed Books, 2000.

Syllabus

Week 1 (Aug. 31 & Sept. 2): Studying Democracy and Democratization
Philippe C. Schmitter and Terry Lynn Karl, “What Democracy Is…and Is Not,” ch. 4 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
Larry Diamond, “Three Paradoxes of Democracy,” ch. 8 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
O'Donnell and Schmitter, Transitions from Authoritarian Rule, chs. 1-2

Amartya Sen, “Democracy as a Universal Value,” ch. 1 in The Global Divergence of Democracies
Week 2 (Sept. 7 & 9): Culture and Social Structure

Lee Teng-hui, “Chinese Culture and Political Renewal,” Journal of Democracy 6, 4 (October 1995): 3-8. Online at http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v006/6.4lee.html
Doh Chull Shin, “Mass Politics, Public Opinion, and Democracy in Korea,” ch. 2 in Korea’s Democratization
Chabal and Daloz, Africa Works, ch. 9

Adam Przeworski et al., “What Makes Democracies Endure?” ch. 13 in The Global Divergence of Democracies
Week 3 (Sept. 14 & 16): Leaders and Leadership
O'Donnell and Schmitter, Transitions from Authoritarian Rule, chs. 3-4

John Higley, Tong-yi Huang, and Tse-min Lin, “Elite Settlements in Taiwan,” Journal of Democracy 9, 2 (April 1998): 148-63. Online at http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v009/9.2higley.html
M. Steven Fish, “Mongolia: Democracy without Prerequisites,” Journal of Democracy 9, 3 (July 1998): 127-41. Online at http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v009/9.3fish.html
Chabal and Daloz, Africa Works, chs. 1 & 3

Week 4 (Sept. 21 & 23): Civil Society
O'Donnell and Schmitter, Transitions from Authoritarian Rule, ch. 5

M. Steven Fish, "Russia's Fourth Transition," ch. 22 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
Sunhyuk Kim, “Civil Society and Democratizing Korea,” ch. 3 in Korea’s Democratization
Chabal and Daloz, Africa Works, ch. 2

Week 5 (Sept. 28 & 30): Political Parties and Elections
O'Donnell and Schmitter, Transitions from Authoritarian Rule, ch. 6

Scott Mainwaring, “Party Systems in the Third Wave,” ch. 14 in The Global Divergence of Democracies
Frances Hagopian, “Democracy and Political Representation in Latin America in the 1990s: Pause, Reorganization, or Decline?” ch. 5 in Fault Lines of Democracy in Post-Transition Latin America
Sandbrook, Closing the Circle, ch. 2

THURSDAY, SEPT. 30: FIRST MIDTERM EXAM (covers material weeks 1-5)

Week 6 (Oct. 5 & 7): Religion

Abdou Filali-Ansary, “The Sources of Enlightened Muslim Thought,” Journal of Democracy 14, 2 (April 2003): 19-33. Online at http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v014/14.2filali_ansary.pdf
Rubin, The Tragedy of the Middle East, ch. 7

Daniel Philpott, “The Catholic Wave,” Journal of Democracy 15, 2 (April 2004): 32-46. Online at http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v015/15.2philpott.pdf
Francis Fukuyama, “Confucianism and Democracy,” ch. 3 in The Global Divergence of Democracies
Seungsook Moon, “Redrafting Democratization through Women’s Representation and Participation in the Republic of Korea,” ch. 4 in Korea’s Democratization

Chabal and Daloz, Africa Works, ch. 5
Week 7 (Oct. 12 & 14): The Military
Richard H. Kohn, “How Democracies Control the Military,” ch. 20 in The Global Divergence of Democracies
Aqil Shah, “Pakistan’s ‘Armored’ Democracy,” Journal of Democracy 14, 4 (October 2003): 26-40. Online at http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v014/14.4shah.pdf
Wendy Hunter, “Civil-Military Relations in Argentina, Brazil, and Chile: Present Trends, Future Prospects,” ch. 11 in Fault Lines of Democracy in Post-Transition Latin America
Victor Cha, “Security and Democracy in South Korean Development,” ch. 8 in Korea’s Democratization
Week 8 (Oct. 19 & 21): Ethnicity and Nationalism

M. Steven Fish and Robin S. Brooks, “Does Diversity Hurt Democracy?” Journal of Democracy 15, 1 (January 2004): 154-66. Online at http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v015/15.1fish.pdf (and “Corrected version of Table 1” at http://www.journalofdemocracy.org/articles/Fishandbrookstable-15-1.pdf)

Carlos Iván Degregori, “Ethnicity and Democratic Governability in Latin America: Reflections from Two Central Andean Countries,” ch. 8 Fault Lines of Democracy in Post-Transition Latin America
Chabal and Daloz, Africa Works, ch. 4

Sandbrook, Closing the Circle, ch. 3

Katharine H. S. Moon, “Korean Nationalism, Anti-Americanism, and Democratic Consolidation,” ch. 5 in Korea’s Democratization
Week 9 (Oct. 26 & 28): Establishing the Formal Bases for Democracy: Constitutional and Electoral Systems
Juan J. Linz, "The Perils of Presidentialism," ch. 9 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
Donald L. Horowitz, "Comparing Democratic Systems," ch. 10 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
Juan J. Linz, "The Virtues of Parliamentarism," ch. 12 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
Arend Lijphart, "Constitutional Choices for New Democracies," ch. 13 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
Guy Lardeyret, "The Problem with PR," ch. 14 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
Quentin L. Quade, "PR and Democratic Statecraft," ch. 15 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
Arend Lijphart, "Double-Checking the Evidence," ch. 16 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
Week 10 (Nov. 2 & 4): The Economy and Democratization I
TUESDAY, NOV. 2: SECOND MIDTERM EXAM (covers material weeks 6-9)

Atilio A. Borón, “Faulty Democracies? A Reflection on the Capitalist ‘Fault Lines’ in Latin America,” ch. 3 in Fault Lines of Democracy in Post-Transition Latin America
Jorge I. Dominguez, “Free Politics and Free Markets in Latin America,” ch. 18 in The Global Divergence of Democracies
C. S. Eliot Kang, “The Developmental State and Democratic Consolidation in South Korea,” ch. 9 in Korea’s Democratization
Week 11 (Nov. 9): The Economy and Democratization II
Sandbrook, Closing the Circle, chs. 1, 4, & 5

Week 12 (Nov. 16 & 18): The International Environment

Marc F. Plattner, “Globalization and Self-Government,” Journal of Democracy 13, 3 (July 2002): 54-67. Online at http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v013/13.3plattner02.pdf
Jeffrey Stark, “Globalization and Democracy in Latin America,” ch. 4 in Fault Lines of Democracy in Post-Transition Latin America
Sandbrook, Closing the Circle, ch. 6

Chabal and Daloz, Africa Works, ch. 8
Rubin, The Tragedy of the Middle East, ch. 9

Week 13 (Nov. 23): Possible Limits of Democratization

Philippe C. Schmitter, “Dangers and Dilemmas of Democracy,” ch. 6 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
Guillermo O'Donnell, "Delegative Democracy," ch. 7 in The Global Resurgence of Democracy
Steven Levitsky and Lucan A. Way, “The Rise of Competitive Authoritarianism,” Journal of Democracy 13, 2 (April 2002): 51-65. Online at http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v013/13.2levitsky.pdf
James Holston and Teresa P. R. Caldeira, “Democracy, Law, and Violence: Disjunctions of Brazilian Citizenship,” ch. 10 in Fault Lines of Democracy in Post-Transition Latin America
Week 14 (Nov. 30 & Dec. 2): Nondemocratization
Rubin, The Tragedy of the Middle East, chs. 1-5, 10

Week 15 (Dec. 7 & 9): Reflections on the Prospects for Democracy in Global Perspective
Abraham F. Lowenthal, “Latin America at Century’s Turn,” ch. 22 in The Global Divergence of Democracies
Michel Oksenburg, “Will China Democratize?” ch. 25 The Global Divergence of Democracies
O’Donnell and Schmitter, Transitions from Authoritarian Rule, ch. 7
Juan J. Linz and Alfred Stepan, “Toward Consolidated Democracies,” ch. 8 in The Global Divergence of Democracies

THURSDAY, DEC. 9: FINAL EXAM (cumulative, with emphasis on material weeks 10-15)

