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Introduction:  This course is being taught for the first time as an honors seminar, and is therefore exploratory.  Its starting point is a finding by many analysts of comparative politics that few Muslim majority countries are today democratic.  There has been a general trend toward democratization among the formerly non-democratic nation-states of the world since the early 1970s, but this trend has so far left the Muslim world, or at least those countries with Muslim majorities, almost untouched.  The democratization of Indonesia, the world’s fourth largest country and the largest with a Muslim majority, which began in 1998, may be a harbinger of change in other Muslim countries or it may be an isolated event.


Many explanations have been proposed for the lack of democracy in Muslim majority countries.  Perhaps the most popular has been the cultural explanation, associated for example with the historian Paul Kennedy, Preparing For The Twenty-First Century, that the Islamic religion itself, or at least the way it is believed and practiced by many Muslims today, is the problem.  Other scholars have pointed to characteristics of Arab culture, since many Muslim majority countries also have ethnic Arab majority populations.  Still others have looked to ethnic fragmentation, to the level of economic development of these countries, to their particular historical experiences, or in more general terms to the experience of colonial rule and Western domination in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  Some have focused on the post-World War II conflict of many countries in the Middle East with the West, particularly the United States, which began with the creation of Israel.


This is a course in comparative politics, focusing on those countries which have Muslim majority populations.  It is not a course in international relations, and will not deal with the Palestine/Israel conflict or with what some scholars have called a “clash of civilizations” in the international arena between the Christian or secular West and the Islamic world.  Nonetheless, we live in a time and place deeply affected by the events of September 11, 2001.  This course might not have been conceived, and there might be less student interest, were it not for the attack on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon by Al Qaeda, an organization whose leaders appear to be motivated by Islamic ideology.  In this context, our comparative analysis of the politics of Muslim majority countries has a special urgency, because it may help us to better understand the politics of Al Qaeda and similar organizations.  During the course the instructor will attempt from time to time to draw these implications, and students are encouraged to do so as well.

Student requirements:

There will be a mid-term take-home exam, 10-15 double-spaced typed pages in length, and a 15-20 page paper, based in part on library research.  The exam question will be handed out on February 4 and the answer turned in on February 11.  The paper will examine two topics—the causes of democratic success or failure and of the emergence and growth of Islamist parties—in one Muslim majority country of the student’s choice.  It is due Monday, March 15.  The mid-term and paper will each be worth one-half of the final grade.  Effective class participation throughout the quarter is highly valued and will be rewarded with an increase of one grade level in the final grade, e.g., from B+ to A-. 

Books and other reading materials:
Four books are available at the campus bookstore.  They are:

L. Carl Brown, Religion and State: The Muslim Approach to Politics, Columbia 2000.

Larry Diamond et al, Islam and Democracy in the Middle East, Johns Hopkins, 2003.

John L. Esposito and John O. Voll, Islam and Democracy, Oxford 1996.

Bernard Lewis, The Political Language of Islam, Chicago 1988.

Other readings will either be distributed to the students by the instructor or made available electronically through the reserve room of the main library.  Many of these readings are papers written for a Mershon Center conference held in March 2002 in Jakarta, Indonesia on The Challenge of Democracy in the Muslim World.

Outside speakers:
Thanks to a grant from the Honors Program and additional assistance from the Mershon Center, we will have three guest speakers: Saad Eddin Ibrahim, a sociologist from the Ibn Khaldun Center for Development Studies in Cairo, Egypt; Mark Tessler, a University of Michigan political scientist known for his survey research in Muslim majority countries; and William Quandt, a political scientist at the University of Virginia, an expert on Algeria and North Africa generally.  

Prof. Quandt will speak in the Mershon Center, 8th and Neil, at 3:30 PM on Monday, January 26, Prof. Ibrahim on Wednesday January 28 at noon, and Professor Tessler on Monday, February 9, also at noon.  You are encouraged to attend these general lectures.  Each outside speaker will also attend our class, before (in the case of Prof. Quandt) or after (in the cases of Profs. Ibrahim and Tessler) his general lecture.

Topics and reading assignments:
January 7.  Introduction.  The Current Political State of the Muslim World. 

Readings:  Paul Kennedy, Preparing for The Twenty-First Century; Chapter 10 (to be distributed in class).

Azyumardi Azra, “The Challenge of Democracy in the Muslim World: Traditional Politics and Democratic Political Culture,” (From the 2002 Mershon conference in Jakarta, Indonesia on The Challenge of Democracy in the Muslim World, to be distributed in class)

Larry Diamond et al, Islam and Democracy in the Middle East, Introduction, pp. ix-xxvi, and Chapter 1, Mohamed Talbi, “A Record of Failure,” pp. 3-12.

January 12 and 14.  Some Alternative Explanations for the Lack of Democracy in Muslim Majority Countries, Part I: An Islam Shaped by History.


Reading:  L. Carl Brown, Religion and State: The Muslim Approach to Politics, all.  Read the Introduction and Part One, pp. 1-75 for January 12 and Part Two, pp. 79-180, for January 14.  When reading Part One, note the summary of the argument at the beginning of Part Two, pp. 79-80. 

January 19.  Martin Luther King Day.  No class.

January 21.  Alternative Explanations, Part II.  Islam as Political Culture.


Reading: Bernard Lewis, The Political Language of Islam,  Chapters 1-5 (pp. 1-116).

January 26.  Guest Speaker: William Quandt, University of Virginia.  Please try to attend his lecture at the Mershon Center, 8th and Neil, at 3:30 PM.

January 28.  Guest Speaker: Saad Eddin Ibrahim, Ibn Khaldun Center, Cairo.  Please try to attend his lecture at the Mershon Center, 8th and Neil, at noon.

February 2.  Alternative Explanations, Part Three: More on Islam.


Readings: Diamond et al, Islam and Democracy in the Middle East, Part III, Chapters 20-30, pp. 283-298.


Esposito and Voll, Islam and Democracy, Introduction, Chapter 1, “Islam and Democracy: Heritage and Global Context,” Chapter 2, “State and Opposition in Islamic History,” and Conclusion, pp. 3-51, 192-202.

February 4.  Alternative Explanations, Part Four.  Contemporary Political Science Explanations.


Readings: Lisa Anderson, “Democracy, Despotism and Disorder in the Arab World” (Jakarta Conference).

Richard K. Herrmann, “International Factors and Democracy in the Muslim World” (Jakarta Conference). 


Michael C. Hudson, “The Liberal Opening in Arab Politics: Was it a Mirage?” (Jakarta Conference).


Larry Diamond et al, Islam and Democracy in the Middle East, Chs 2, Emmanuel Sivan, “Illusions of Change,” 3, Laith Kubba, “The Awakening of Civil Society,” and 4, Daniel Brumberg, “The Trap of Liberalized Autocracy,” pp. 13-47.

February 9.  Guest Speaker: Mark Tessler, University of Michigan.  Please try to attend his lecture at the Mershon Center, 8th and Neil, at noon.

Readings: Mark Tessler, "Do Islamic Orientations Influence Attitudes Toward Democracy in the Arab World: Evidence from Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, and Algeria," International Journal of Comparative Sociology (Spring 2003):229-249.

Mark Tessler, “Islam and Democracy in the Middle East: The Impact of Religious Orientations on Attitudes Toward Democracy in Four Arab Countries,” Comparative Politics (April 2002):337-354. 

February 11.  No Class.  TURN IN MIDTERM TAKE-HOME EXAM BY 4:00 TO PROFESSOR LIDDLE’S MAILBOX IN 2140 DERBY HALL.

February 16, 18, 23, 25, March 1, 3, 8, 10.  Student presentation of country cases.

Student papers and oral presentations are expected to address two issues: 

(1) Democratization.  Is your country a democratic success, failure, or something in between?  What factor or factors best explain the state of democracy in your country?

(2) Islamist parties.  How prominent are Islamist parties in your country?  What explains their relative prominence or lack of prominence? 

Choose your case from the following list of countries, about which one or more articles appear in our books and other assigned readings.  You are also expected to engage in independent library research (scholarly journal and other substantial articles, not newsmagazine or internet sources).

Algeria (Diamond, Esposito and Voll)

Egypt (Diamond, Esposito and Voll, Jakarta Conference)

Gulf States (Diamond)

Indonesia (Jakarta Conference)

Iran (Diamond, Esposito and Voll, Jakarta Conference)

Jordan (Diamond)

Malaysia (Jakarta Conference)

Morocco (Diamond) 

Pakistan (Esposito and Voll, Jakarta Conference)

Saudi Arabia (Diamond, Jakarta Conference)

Turkey (Diamond, Jakarta Conference)

West Africa [Senegal, Mali, Niger](Jakarta Conference)

Yemen (Diamond)

WRITTEN PAPERS, 15-20 DOUBLE SPACED TYPED PAGES, ARE DUE MONDAY, MARCH 15, 4:00 PM IN PROFESSOR LIDDLE’S MAILBOX IN 2140 DERBY HALL.
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