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In Latin America, politics have been turbulent. Revolutionary movements and terrorism have been common, especially during the Cold War; even today, when almost all the countries of the region are nominally democratic, the quality of democracy is uneven.  The primary question posed in this course is: Why?  We explore the role of four key sets of factors:  1) cultural-historical 2) political-institutional 3) economic and 4) international.   We also consider strategies for the maintenance and enhancement of democracy in the new millennium.

Grades for the course will be based on the following: 

1. Class attendance and participation (25%).

Students are expected to complete the readings prior to class and to make informed contributions to class discussion of the readings and topic(s) for the week.  Students who make no contribution to class discussion will receive a C for this component of their grade. 

2. Participation in one of the debates (25%).  Two students will form a team and build an argument. 

The professor and the other students will raise opposing points and criticism.  

3. Take-home midterm exam, distributed Sep. 29 and due Oct. 13 (20%).  Students doing the Oct. 6 or Oct. 13 debates may take a one week extension on this due date.

4. Take-home final exam, distributed in Dec. and due 10-14 days subsquently (30%)

5. Students may also opt to write a research paper of about 20 pages on a topic related to the themes of the course, discussed with the professor by Nov. 1, and due in hard copy Dec. 3.  For students writing the paper, the weight of course requirements is: participation, 15%; debate, 20%, midterm, 15%; paper, 25%; final 25%. 

Debate Guidelines

The Monday before the debate, the team is to e-mail to the class, via Blackboard (blackboard.gwu.edu), a one-or-two sentence summary of its argument.  The team is to present its argument for a maximum of 15 minutes (approx. 7 minutes per student).  If our classroom accommodates power point, students are welcome to use the technology.  The team also submits to the professor a hard-copy paper of approximately 2,500 words: this paper is to be carefully researched and documented, using recommended and/or other additional readings.  In the paper and presentation, the team is to address the question as specifically as possible; historical background will be provided by the professor.  If the students on a team would like to modify the debate question (emphasize one component, add comparative perspective, etc.,) they should consult with the professor.  Students will be graded on the quality of both the paper and the presentation (including the logic and coherence of the team's division of labor and the team's adherence to time constraints).

The following titles are available for purchase at the Marvin Center bookstore:

Vanden, H. and Prevost, J. The Politics of Latin America: The Power Game.  JL960.V36 2002 (V & P in syllabus)

Domínguez, J.I. and Shifter, M.  Constructing Democratic Governance in Latin America. 2nd ed.  (D and S in syllabus)

Fatton, R., Haiti's Predatory Republic: the Unending Transition to Democracy.  F1928.2F38 2002

McClintock, C.   Revolutionary Movements in Latin America:  El Salvador's FMLN and Peru's Shining Path.  FI488.3.M375 1998

Rubio, L. and Purcell, S.K. (eds.), Mexico under Fox.  F1236.M483 2004

Current History, February 2002 and 2004 issues (CH in syllabus)

NACLA Report on the Americas, Vol. XXXVI, No. 1 (July/Aug. 2002).

In the syllabus, journal titles may be abbreviated:

JD=Journal of Democracy; FP=Foreign Policy, FA=Foreign Affairs; LARR=Latin American Research Review; LAPS=Latin American Politics and Society (formerly JISWA=Journal of Inter-American Studies; JLAS=Journal of Latin American Studies; CP=Comparative Politics, WP=World Politics.

Book chapters and some articles that are required will be available on "Electronic Reserves" on Blackboard.   Articles from JD are available at muse.jhu.edu/journals/jod; from FA and FP at "e-journal title finder" at the Aladin home page of Gelman; dated articles from JLAS, JISWA, LARR, WP, and CP are available on JSTOR.   Recommended books and most recommended articles will be available at the Reserve Desk in Gelman.

Also, it is required that students be up-to-date on events and issues in the countries discussed in the course, and to this end seek out relevant current materials on the Internet.   It is suggested that students secure electronic access to The New York Times and The Washington Post.  The Economist is an excellent source, too.  Recommended websites are: 1) right, center-right: carlisle.army/mil; cato.org, aei.org, csis.org; 2) center, center-left: thedialogue.org, brookings.edu, crisisweb.org; 3) center-left, left: ciponline.org, wola.org,

lawg.org.   Also recommended is the U.S. Dept. of State, www.state.gov, in particular the annual human rights report.






SCHEDULE

SEP. 1
INTRODUCTION 

SEP. 8
HISTORICAL AND COMPARATIVE CONTEXT

V & P, Introduction, Chs. 1-2, 5-6, and pp. 62-65 and 146-163; skim other pp. in Chs. 3-4. 

D & S, Ch. 7.

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Economic and Social Progress in Latin America 2000 Report, pp. 1-14. #69087-F


Evans, P., "Class, State, and Dependence in East Asia: Lessons for Latin Americanists," in Deyo, F. (ed.), The Political Economy 
of the New Asian Industrialism, pp. 203-226.  HC460.5. P65 1987

Fuyukama, F. and Marwah, S., "Dimensions of Development," in Whitehead, L. (ed.), Emerging Market Democracies. JQ1499.A91 E44 2002

“A Stubborn Curse,” The Economist, Nov. 8, 2003, p. 37.

Recommended:

McClintock, C., Peasant Cooperatives and Political Change in Peru, Ch. 3. HD1491.P4M33.

Guillermoprieto, A., Looking for History, pp. 154-177. F1414.2G773 2001

PART ONE

REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS AND TERRORISM

SEP. 15  THE CUBAN REVOLUTION AND THE FIDEL CASTRO REGIME

DEBATE: WHY HAS FIDEL CASTRO SURVIVED DESPITE THE DEMISE OF THE SOVIET UNION AND THE EAST BLOC? DID THE MARCH 2003 CRACKDOWN INCREASE OR DECREASE THE LIKELIHOOD OF HIS SURVIVAL? OR: CAN CUBA'S ACHIEVEMENTS IN EDUCATION AND SOCIAL WELFARE BE REPLICATED ELSEWHERE IN LA WITHOUT A COMMUNIST SYSTEM?

V & P, pp. 59-60, 229-235, 325-355.

McClintock, pp. 5-43 and 210-235.

Domínguez, J.I., "Secrets of Castro's Staying Power," Foreign
Affairs (Spring 1993), pp. 97-107. #55465

Bond, T., "The Crackdown in Cuba," Foreign Affairs (Sept.-Oct 2003), pp. 118-130.

Recommended:

Guillermoprieto, Looking for History, pp. 72-153.

Blackburn, R., "Prologue to the Cuban Revolution," New Left Review (Oct. 1963) #54401

Gonzalez, E., Cuba under Castro:  Limits of Charisma, Ch. 2. F1788.G589

Corrales, J., “The Gatekeeper State: Limited Economic Reforms and Regime 
Survival in Cuba, 1989-2002,” LARR (June 2004), pp. 35-65.

Eckstein, S., “Dollarization and its Discontents: Remittances and the 
Remaking of Cuba in the Post-Soviet Era,” CP (April ‘04), pp. 313-330.

López, J.J., Democracy Delayed: The Case of Castro's Cuba. JL1010 L67 2002 

Centeno, M.A., and Font, M. (eds.), Toward a New Cuba?  JL1010.T691997

SEP. 22  THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS IN NICARAGUA, EL SALVADOR, AND PERU

DEBATE: IT IS ADVANTAGEOUS THAT THE PAST CRIMES OF A GOVERNMENT AND/OR ITS SECURITY FORCES IN SUCH COUNTRIES AS EL SALVADOR/PERU BE INVESTIGATED AND THAT RELEVANT LEADERS BE TRIED FOR THESE CRIMES [IF DESIRED, CONSIDER THE ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES OF TRIAL IN A DOMESTIC COURT VS. THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT].

V & P, pp. 235-243, pp. 248-249, and Ch. 13.

McClintock, pp. 139-156, 216-221 and Chs. 2 and 6.

CH 2004, article by Colburn.

Shifter, M. and Jawahar, V., "Reconciliation in Latin America: A Fine Balance," at 

thedialogue.org/publications/oped/august04/Shifter/sum04.pdf 

Recommended:

Video "Fire in the Mind" VRC 1007

Call, C.T., “Democratisation War, and State-Building: Constructing the Rule of Law in El Salvador,” JLAS (Nov. 2003), 827-62.

Wickham-Crowley, T.P., "Understanding Failed Revolution in El Salvador," Politics and Society (Dec. 1989), pp. 511-537. #56406

Palmer, D.S., Shining Path of Peru.

Mongomery, T.S., Revolution in El Salvador.

Hayner, P.B., Unspeakable Truths: Facing the Challenge of Truth Commissions. JC 571.H363 2001  

Rotberg, R.I, and Thompson, D., Truth v. Justice: The Morality of Truth Commissions.  DT 1945T78 2000

Washington Post articles on Peru's truth commission, 8/29 and 9/1 '03.

SEP. 29   REVOLUTIONARY/TERRORIST MOVEMENTS IN

COLOMBIA AND COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENTS' RESPONSES

Midterm Exam Distributed

DEBATE: IS PRESIDENT URIBE ON THE ROAD TO POLITICAL PEACE IN COLOMBIA?  WHAT ARE THE MOST VIABLE STRATEGIES FOR PEACE?

V & P, pp. 245-248.

D & S, Ch. 9.

NACLA, article by Hagen.

CH 2004, article by Posada-Carbó.

Murillo, M. A., Colombia and the United States, pp. 57-83.

Mauceri, P., “States, Elites, and the Response to Insurgency,” in Burt and Mauceri (eds.), Politics in the Andes, pp. 147-163. 

Recommended:

www.crisisweb.org
www.ciponline.org
Guillermoprieto, Looking for History, pp. 18-71.

Rochlin, J.F, Vanguard Revolutionaries in Latin America, Chs. 4-5.

Crandall, R., Driven by Drugs: U.S. Policy Toward Colombia, Ch. 3.

PART TWO

DEMOCRACY IN LATIN AMERICA

OCT. 6   LATIN AMERICA’S "THIRD" (P0ST-1978) DEMOCRATIC WAVE: PROBLEMS AND PROMISE

DEBATE: AMONG LA'S POLITICAL-INSTITUTIONAL RULES, WHICH DO YOU THINK ARE MOST ADVANTAGEOUS FOR DEMOCRACY?  AND WHICH MOST DISADVANTAGEOUS? (POSSIBLE TOPICS: PRESIDENTIAL VERSUS PARLIAMENTARIAN SYSTEMS; MAJORITARIAN VERSUS PR EPRESENTATION; RUN-OFFS; PRESIDENTIAL TERM LENGTHS; REFERENDA/RECALL PROVISIONS)

V & P, Ch. 8, esp. Table 19.

D & S, Chs. 1-3, 6, and 15.

McClintock, pp. 41-43.

CH 2002, articles by Shifter & Colburn.

CH 2004, article by Shifter.

Hakim, P., “Dispirited Politics,” JD (April ’03), pp. 108-22.

“Democracy’s low-level equilibrium,” The Economist, August 14, 2004, pp. 35-37.

"Wanted: a new regional agenda for economic growth," The Economist, April 26, 2003, pp. 27-29. 

Gibbs, T., “Democracy’s Crisis of Legitimacy in Latin America,” NACLA Report on the Americas (July-Aug. ’04), pp. 8-9.

Przeworski, A. and Limongi, "Modernization: Theories and Facts," World Politics (1997), pp. 155-183.

Przeworski, A., et. al., "What Makes Democracies Endure?" JD (Jan. 1996), pp. 39-55.  #64601-F

Recommended:

Weyland, K., “Neoliberalism and Democracy in Latin America,” LAPS (Spring 2004), pp. 135-157.

Promperú, "Peru in Latinobarometro 96" Other 64595-F Kurtz, M.J., “The Dilemmas of Democracy in the Open Economy: Lessons from Latin America,” WP (Jan. 2004), pp. 262-301.

OCT. 13  COMPARISON AND CONTRAST: DEMOCRATIC STABILITY IN COSTA RICA AND DEMOCRATIC BREAKDOWN IN PERU

Midterm Exam Due

DEBATE: WHY WAS DEMOCRACY CONSOLIDATED IN COSTA RICA?

Booth, J.A., "Costa Rica: The Roots of Democratic Stability," in Diamond, L., et. al., Democracy in Developing Countries, 
pp. 429-468. 

Bowman, K.S., "New Scholarship on Costa Rica Exceptionalism,"JISWA, (Summer 1999), pp. 123-130.

D & S, Ch. 10.

McClintock, pp. 93-139 (sections on Peru).

McClintock, C., "The OAS in Peru," JD (Oct. 2001), pp. 137-140. 

Levitsky, S., and Cameron, M.A., “Democracy without Parties? Political Parties and Regime Change in Fujimori’s Peru,” LAPS (Fall ’03), pp. 1-33. 

Recommended:

Bowman, K., Militarization, Democracy, and Development, Chs. 4 and 7. HC130.D4B68 2002

Yashar, D., Demanding Democracy: Reform and Reaction in Costa Rica, esp. pp. 101-119, 141-151, 167-190, & 212-232. JL1456/Y37 1997

Bowen, S., The Fujimori File.  #68486-PBK Conaghan, C., "Making and Unmaking Authoritarian Peru: Re-election, Resistance, and Regime Transition," North-South Center Paper #47.

Shifter, M., "Breakdown in the Andes," FA (Sept.-Oct. 2004), pp. 126-138, at thedialogue.org/publications/oped/august04/shifter_aug04.pdf 
OCT. 20  CHILE: THE WEIGHT OF THE PAST?

DEBATE: 1) THE ECONOMIC AND/OR POLITICAL LEGACY OF THE PINOCHET REGIME HAS BEEN LARGELY NEGATIVE/POSITIVE FOR CHILE'S POST-1990 DEMOCRACY

OR: 2) WHY HAS CORRUPTION BEEN RELATIVELY LIMITED IN CHILE?  WHAT LESSONS CAN BE DRAWN FROM THE CHILEAN RECORD FOR OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE REGION?

V & P, Ch. 15.

D & S, Ch. 13.

CH 2002, article by Polumbaum.

NACLA, pp. 4-6 and 43-44.

Skidmore, T.E., and Smith, P.H., Modern Latin America, pp. 120-135. F1413.5552001

Weyland, K., "Economic Policy in Chile's New Democracy," JISWA
(Fall 1999), pp. 67-96.

Recommended:

Verdugo, P., Chile, Pinochet, and the Caravan of Death, pp. 185-228.
F3101.A74 V47 2001

Camp, R.A., Citizen Views of Democracy in Latin America, pp. 118-138, esp. p. 127. JL1281.C58 2001

Garretón, M. A., Incomplete Democracy: Political Democratization in Chile and Latin America.

Geddes and Ribeiro Neto chapter for our Brazil class.

OCT. 27  ARGENTINA: FREE-MARKET REFORM IN LATIN AMERICA IN THE 1990s AND ARGENTINA'S ECONOMIC CRISIS

DEBATE: WHY DID ARGENTINA SUFFER FINANCIAL COLLAPSE? WERE THE PRIMARY REASONS INHERENT IN THE FREE-MARKET MODEL, OR WERE THE PROBLEMS SPECIFIC TO ARGENTINA AND/OR THE INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL COMMUNITY AT THAT TIME? OR: TO DATE, PRESIDENT  KIRCHNER SHOULD RECEIVE A GRADE OF A, B, C, OR D?

V & P, pp. 163-175 and Ch. 14.

D & S, Ch. 4 and 11.

CH 2002, article by Mahon and Corrales.

CH 2004, article by Peruzzoti. 

NACLA, articles by Hershberg, Gaudin, and Burbach.

Eichengreen, B., "The Globalization Wars," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 81, No. 4 (July/August 2002), pp. 157-164.

Blustein, P., "Argentina Didn't Fall on its Own," Washington Post, August 3, 2003, pp. A1 and following.

Recommended:

D & S, Ch. 5.

Corrales, J., Presidents without Parties: The Politics of Economic Reform in Argentina and

Venezuela in the 1990s, esp. Chs. 8-11. HC175.C6684 2002

Peruzzotti, E., "The Nature of the New Argentine Democracy," Journal of Latin American Studies 33 (Feb. 2001), pp. 133-155. #70301-F

Lozada, C. "Latin America," Foreign Policy (Mar.-Apr. 2003), pp. 18-26.

Sachs, J.D., “How to Run the IMF,” Foreign Policy (Jul-Aug. 2004),pp. 60-64. 

NOV. 3  BRAZIL: SOCIOECONOMIC INEQUALITY AMID A

PLETHORA OF POLITICAL PARTIES

DEBATE: LULA HAS TAKEN POSITIVE/NEGATIVE STEPS TO REDRESS BRAZIL'S LONG-STANDING PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITY OR: BRAZIL'S POLITICAL PARTIES ARE PRONE TO CORRUPTION, AND OVERALL ITS PARTY SYSTEM HAS BEEN A PLUS/MINUS FOR DEMOCRACY.

V & P, Ch. 16.

D & S, Ch. 12.

Hunter, W., "Brazil's New Direction," JD (April '03), pp. 151-162.

Hakim, P., “The Reluctant Partner,” FA (Jan.-Feb.’04), pp. 114-24.

Geddes, B. and Artur Ribeiro Neto, "Institutional Sources of Corruption in Brazil," pp. 21-46 in Keith S. Rosenn and Richard Downes (eds.), Corruption and Political Reform in Brazil, pp. 21-46.  
F2538.3.C67 1999 Cheibub, J.A., "Minority Governments, Deadlock…and… Presidential Democracies," Comparative Political Studies (April '02), pp. 284-312.

Recommended:

www.worldbank.org, materials on poverty and inequality, esp. recent work by Michael Walton and Guillermo Perry

Tulchin, J.S. and Espach, R.H., Combating Corruption in Latin America, esp. Ch. 6 by Manzetti.  JL959.5 C666 2000

Mainwaring, S., Rethinking Party Systems in the Third Wave of Democratization.  JL2498.A1M35 1999

Coppedge, M. Strong Parties and Lame Ducks. JL3898.A1C67 1994

Mainwaring, S., "Party Systems in the Third Wave," JD (July 1998), pp. 67-81. #64593-F

Kingstone, P., and Power, T.J., Democratic Brazil: Actors, Institutions, and Processes. JL2481.D365

D'Alva Kinzo, M., and Dunkerley, J., Brazil since 1985.  

Smith, W.C. and Mesari, N., "Democracy and Reform in Cardoso's Brazil: Caught Between Clientelism and Global Markets?" in Stark, J. (ed.), The Challenge of Change in Latin America and the Caribbean, pp. 59-110.  #Other 71645

NOV. 10  MEXICO: FINALLY, PRI HEGEMONY ENDS AND A DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION BEGINS

DEBATE: KEY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE DISAPPOINTING FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC POLICY RECORD OF THE FOX ADMINISTRATION LIES WITH INEFFECTIVE PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSHIP/OR, WITH MEXICO’S THREE-PARTY SYSTEM AND SIX-YEAR PRESIDENTIAL TERM

V & P, pp. 92-96 and Ch. 11.

D & S, Ch. 14.

CH 2002, article by Starr.

CH 2004, chapters by Castañeda and Weintraub.

Rubio, L., and Kaufman-Purcell, S., Mexico under Fox, Chs. 2-6.

Lawson, C., “Fox’s Mexico at Midterm,” JD (Jan. ’04), pp. 139-53.

Baer, M., “Mexico at an Impasse,” FA  (Jan.-Feb. ’04), pp. 101-13.

Recommended:

Tulchin, J.S. and Selee, A.D., Mexico's Politics and Society in Transition. JL1281.M497 2003

Preston, J., and Dillon, S., Opening Mexico: The Making of a Democracy

Kaufman Purcell, S., and Rubio, L., Mexico under Zedillo.  F1236.M496 1998 Guillermoprieto, A., Zapata's Heirs.  #61150. 

NOV. 17  VENEZUELA: FECKLESS PLURALISM? ELECTED AUTHORITARIANISM?

DEBATE: DURING 1998-2004, CIVIL SOCIETY HAS PLAYED A POSITIVE/NEGATIVE ROLE IN SUPPORTING DEMOCRACY IN VENEZUELA OR: ALTHOUGH CHAVEZ WAS FREELY AND FAIRLY ELECTED, HAS HE TAKEN ACTIONS THAT NONETHELESS RENDER HIS REGIME AUTHORITARIAN?

D & S, Ch. 8.

NACLA, articles by Ellner & Rosen, Beasley-Murray, Lander and López-Maya.

Ellner, S. and Helligner, D., Venezuelan Politics in the Chávez Era,
Ch. 12. 

Putnam, R., "Bowling Alone," JD (Jan. 1995), pp. 65-78.

Carothers, T., "The End of the Transition Paradigm," JD (Jan. 2002), pp. 5-21.

Diamond, L., "Thinking about Hybrid Regimes," JD (April 2002), pp. 21-35.

Recommended:

Ellner and Hellinger, Venezuelan Politics, entire. JL3881V464 2003
Burt, J. and Mauceri, P., Politics in the Andes, chs. on Venezuela. F2212.P615 2004

NOV. 24  CLASS POSTPONED (THANKSGIVING)

DEC. 1  HAITI: DIRE POVERTY, FREQUENT INTERNATIONAL INTERVENTION

Final exam distributed, due in 10-14 days.

DEBATE:  IN COUNTRIES AS POOR AS HAITI, WITH A MAJORITY OF ITS POPULATION FUNCTIONALLY ILLITERATE, DEMOCRACY IS/IS NOT VIABLE OR: THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION WAS CORRECT/INCORRECT TO DELAY THE DISPATCH OF AN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY FORCE UNTIL ARISTIDE HAD LEFT HAITI.

Fatton, R., Haiti's Predatory Republic, entire.

Social and economic data for Haiti at worldbank.org

www.Haiti-USA-org, 2004 postings.

www.haitipolicy.org, 2004 postings.

DEC. 9  CONCLUSION

THURS. MAKE-UP 
Final exam distributed, due in 10-14 days.

CLASS



