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The World Movement for Democracy, initiated by NED in 1999, is 
a global network of activists, practitioners, scholars, donors, and others engaged 
in advancing democracy around the world. Through electronic networking, 
regional meetings, global assemblies, and special projects, the World Movement 
facilitates the sharing of knowledge, information, and experiences to help 
enhance the work of its participants and thus leverage the support provided by 
democracy assistance organizations like NED.

Defending Civil Society Project
In 2007, the World Movement launched the 
Defending Civil Society Project to respond 
to growing governmental restrictions on de-
mocracy and human rights organizations. In 
an effort to help bring civil and political soci-
ety together to advance reforms, the World 
Movement and the International Center 
for Not-for-Profit Law ICNL joined several 
other nongovernmental networks, organiza-
tions and governments in a Working Group 
on Enabling and Protecting Civil Society 
of the Community of Democracies. The 
Working Group’s efforts were influential in 
establishing the UN’s Special Rapporteur 
on Freedom of Assembly and Association. 
In 2011, World Movement Steering Com-
mittee member Maina Kiai (Kenya) became 
the first person to hold this position. 

The Defending Civil Society Project also 
saw the release of a new series of 15 country 
reports. These reports, prepared by World 
Movement participants and legal experts, 
analyze the legal environment under 
which civil society operates in five specific 
countries in each of three regions: Af-
rica, Asia, and Latin America/Caribbean. 
The reports are available online at www.

wmd.org/projects/defending-civil- 

society/country-reports.

Democracy Assistance Project
The World Movement’s Democracy As-

sistance Project has two key components: 
a series of country case studies conducted 
by the Madrid-based think tank FRIDE 
based on extensive interviews of democ-
racy assistance recipients and other in-
formed observers in fourteen countries 
at various stages of democratic develop-
ment; and an online survey to gauge the 
views of democracy assistance practitio-
ners and recipients. 

In 2011, Joel D. Barkan, of the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies, 
authored Perceptions of Democracy Assis-
tance, a report on the results of the survey. 
FRIDE Director General Richard Youngs 
authored How to Revitalise Democracy 
Assistance: Recipients’ Views, based on the 
country case studies. The World Move-
ment Steering Committee prepared a 

statement for the project that offers recom-
mendations to donors and policy makers. 
Both reports and the statement are avail-
able at the World Movement’s website.

World Movement Networking
The World Movement includes a num-
ber of partner networks, each focused on 
a particular geographic region or special 
function. These networks offer a unique 
platform for democracy advocates inter-
ested in specific places or topics.

Networking Highlights: The Latin 
America and Caribbean Network for De-
mocracy (Redlad) continued its efforts 
to strengthen Freedom of Association in 
the region.  After successfully advocat-
ing for the passage of the Organization of 
American States Freedom of Association 
and Assembly Resolution, it has remained 
engaged with several members of the OAS 
Permanent Council, key officials within the 
OAS, and other civil society organizations 
in the region to pursue effective imple-
mentation of the Resolution. These efforts 
included the Redlad in collaboration with 
the Due Process of Law Foundation and 
the International Center for Not-for-Profit 
Law to obtain a special hearing at the Inter 
American Human Rights Commission on 
freedom of association in the region.  In 

The World Movement’s Facebook page can be found at www.Facebook.com/
worldmovementfordemocracy
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http://www.fride.org/project/19/assessing-democracy-assistance
http://www.wmd.org/projects/democracy-assistance/survey-recipients
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addition, the Network has launched an 
effort to monitor human rights and de-
mocracy violations and issue alerts when 
needed. As part of this effort, the Redlad 
developed a specific website to gather this 
information and track progress of alarming 
situations  (http://defensores.net/). 
In 2011, its alerts reached more than 
50,000 recipients.
 
In 2011, the World Youth Movement for 
Democracy continued its efforts to build 
solidarity and provide opportunities for 
young people to engage on democracy.  
Hundreds of members from around the 
world participated in the first “Snapshot 
of Democracy Global Photo Contest” by 
submitting their original photographs. 
The Youth Movement also sponsored the 
annual World Youth Day for Democracy 
on October 18. To commemorate the 
day, young people in a number of coun-
tries participated in activities held under 
the theme of “Ignite Change”.

World Movement 
Communications
DemocracyVoices: The World Move-
ment’s video project, launched in 2010, 

saw the addition of 21 new videos fea-
turing activists and practitioners sharing 
their experiences and insights.

DemocracyAlerts: In 2011, the World 
Movement Secretariat issued or updated 
10 alerts on World Movement participants 
and other democracy activists facing danger.

DemocracyNews: The World Move-
ment’s monthly e-newsletter, Democ-
racyNews, reaches over 4,300 activists, 
scholars, and practitioners. Subscribe for 
free via the World Movement website.

World Movement Steering Committee 
Mariclaire Acosta—Mexico 
Center for Investigation and 
Economic Teaching
Antoine Bernard—France 
International Federation 
for Human Rights 
Igor Blaževic—Bosnia 
People In Need, Czech Republic
Francesca Bomboko— 
Dem. Rep. of Congo 
International Research and 
Consulting Bureau
Ladan Boroumand—Iran 
Abdorrahman Boroumand Foundation
Kim Campbell—Canada (Chair) 
Former Prime Minister, Canada
Kavi Chongkittavorn—Thailand 
Nation Media Group
Michael Danby—Australia 
Member of Parliament
Melinda Quintos de Jesús— 
The Philippines 
Center for Media Freedom 
and Responsibility
Alicja Derkowska—Poland 
Education Society of Malopolska
Han Dongfang—China (Vice Chair) 
China Labour Bulletin
Esther Dyson—United States 
EDventure Holdings
Hannah Forster—The Gambia 
African Centre for Democracy 
and Human Rights Studies
David French—United Kingdom 
Convener Associates
Carl Gershman—United States  
(ex officio*) 
National Endowment for Democracy 

* representing the Secretariat

Ana Gomes—Portugal 
Member of European Parliament
Paul Graham—South Africa 
Idasa: An African Democracy Institute 
Bambang Harymurti—Indonesia 
Tempo Publishing
Hisham Kassem—Egypt 
The Egyptian Today
Asma Khader—Jordan 
Sisterhood Is Global Institute
Maina Kiai—Kenya 
InformAction Kenya
Radwan Masmoudi—Tunisia  
Center for the Study of 
Islam and Democracy 
Reginald Matchaba-Hove—
Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe Election Support Network
George Mathew—India 
Institute of Social Sciences
Inna Pidluska—Ukraine 
International Renaissance Foundation
Jacqueline Pitanguy—Brazil 
CEPIA – Citizenship Studies 
Information Action
Carlos Ponce—Venezuela 
Consortium for Justice 
and Development 
Vladimir Ryzhkov—Russia 
Russia’s Choice
Hans Tippenhauer—Haiti 
Fondation Espoir
Roel von Meijenfeldt— 
The Netherlands 
European Partnership for Democracy
Yevgeniy Zhovtis—Kazakhstan 
Kazakhstan International Bureau for 
Human Rights and Rule of Law

The full report as well as the country case studies 
and a Steering Committee statement on the 
project are available at www.wmd.org
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