
ò 

ñ 
ew countries have experienced the tragedy and devastation of Sierra Leone: in 

the 1990s, a brutal civil war, fueled mainly by an illicit diamond trade, caused 

an estimated 75,000 deaths, displacing nearly half the countryôs population. In 

2009, Sierra Leone discovered oil, adding to its vast array of natural resources; yet 

the discovery of oil holds no prospect of prosperity for most of the countryôs 

population. Unless prompt action is taken to increase 

transparency, the people of Sierra Leone will continue to 

live under the burden of the ñresource curse,ò steeped in 

abject poverty and under renewed threat of civil conflict. 

While vertical-accountability mechanisms seem to have 

little effect on endemic corruption, horizontal mechanisms, 

such as a freedom of information law, not only enhance 

citizen participation in governance, but also provide 

adequate oversight over state institutions. The ongoing 

campaign for a Freedom of Information (FOI) law in Sierra Leone can help to ensure 

that oil does not become yet another resource curse; that democracy does not 

degenerate into kleptocracy; and that the people of Sierra Leone are empowered to 

demand answers from the countryôs leadership. 
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ÁBritish colony: 1789 ð1961

ÁIndependence: April 27, 1961

Á1971: Sierra Leone becomes a republic

ÁTopical climate with a diverse 

environment ranging from savannah to 

rainforests
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ÁMinerals

ÁDiamond
ÁBauxite
ÁRutile

Á Iron Ore

ÁCash crops
ÁCocoa

ÁCoffee
ÁPiassava
ÁGinger

ÁSeafood

6


