
he democratic era has brought with it a proliferation of political parties in In-
donesia, but this has not led to a pluralist democracy.  A major obstacle has 
been the rise of a particular form of political Islam, one that denies the coun-

ÔÒÙȭÓ ÒÉÃÈ cultural diversity and seeks to control women through the enactment of 
repressive laws.  3ÕÃÈ ÌÁ×Ó ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÖÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÐÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 
ÑÕÏÔÁ ÉÎ ςππωȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ ÏÆ Á ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÖÅ ȰÁÎÔÉ-ÐÏÒÎÏÇÒÁÐÈÙȱ ÌÁ× ÉÎ ςππψȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
ratification of sharia laws at the local and provincial levels.  
4ÈÉÓ ÔÉÇÈÔ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÈÁÓ ÓÔÉÆÌÅÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÖÏÉÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
limited their opportunities in parliament.   What can moderate 
ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÐÁÒÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÄÏ ÔÏ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÒ 
these forces? First, they must establish common ground on 
×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȢ -ÏÄÅÒÁÔÅ )ÓÌÁÍÉÃ ÐÁÒÔÉÅÓȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ 0+" ÁÎÄ 
0!.ȟ ÁÒÅ ÕÎÉÑÕÅÌÙ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÂÁÔ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÉÚa-
tion in Islam, but if they are to expand their influence, they 
must democratize their party structure, improve their organizational capacity, and 
coordinate with one another.  Similarly, Islamic and non-)ÓÌÁÍÉÃ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ 
can bolster their influence by combining their efforts and working alongside mod-
erate political parties. Only by collaborating on matters of common concern, while 
ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓȟ ÃÁÎ ÍÏÄÅÒÁÔÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÂÒÏÁÄÅÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ Áp-
ÐÅÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌÉÚÅ ÏÎ )ÎÄÏÎÅÓÉÁȭÓ ÒÉÃÈÅÓÔ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅɂthe diversity of its people. 
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}The decrease in number of votes won by Islamic parties 

in the 2009 election does not necessarily indicate a 

decline in the influence of political Islam in Indonesia.

}The establishment of an ñIslamic stateò has been a 

longstanding ambition for some Islamic groups.

} Islam has replaced local culture as the most significant 

deterrent to womenôs rights in Indonesia today.

}Certain Islamic parties have shown considerable duplicity 

in their rhetoric and actions concerning womenôs rights.

}Despite increasing womenôs activism in the public sphere, 

womenôs rights defenders continue to face formidable 

obstacles and barriers.



Indonesia has historically balanced the influence of Sunni Islam with diverse local 

traditions and cultures

} Population: 240 million (4th largest population in the world)

} Nearly 156 million live in Java Island

} Religions: Muslim: 86% , Protestant: 5.7%, Roman Catholic: 3%, Hindu: 1.8%, 

other or unspecified: 3.4% (2000 census)

} 742 Languages

} Ethnic groups: Javanese: 40.6%, Sundanese: 15%, Madurese: 3.3%, 

Minangkabau: 2.7%, Betawi: 2.4%, Bugis: 2.4%, Banten: 2%, Banjar: 1.7%, 

other or unspecified: 29.9% (2000 census)



Year Event

1921 First Womenôs Organization (Wanita Utomo) 

founded

1928 First Womenôs Congress

1945 Indonesia gains independence

1947 SK Trimurti: First woman minister (of labor)

1949 Military groups led by Kartosuwiryo declare

the Islamic State of Indonesia 

1949 Kartosuwiryo captured by Indonesian military 

and executed by Indonesian government



Year Event

1984 CEDAW is adopted into national law.

1999 Megawati Sukarnoputriôs victory is revoked by the 

Islamic parties and others. She is forced to accept 

the Vice Presidency, rather than the Presidency.

1999 National Law on Local Autonomy passes.

2001 Megawati Sukarnoputri resumes the presidency 

after President Abdurrahman Wahid is ousted.

2004 National Law Against Household Violence (KDRT) 

passes.



Year Event

2004 30% womenôs quota in parliament passes.

2004 National Law on Abolition of Local Legislation / 

Regulation passes.

2006 Amendment on Citizenship Law accepted. Law 

confers Indonesian citizenship on children born in 

Indonesia even if one parent is not Indonesian.

2007 Marriage Amendment is proposed and rejected.

2008 National Law on Anti-Pornography passes.

2009 The Election Law Amendment results in abolition

of 30% quota for women in parliament.



}1998: The collapse of Suhartoôs authoritarian 

government opens the door for numerous political 

voices previously suppressed in Indonesia.

}Islamist groups come to the fore to advocate for the 

Islamization of Indonesia, targeting women as a 

focal point of Islamic morality and promoting the 

enactment of repressive reforms.

}Parliament and other government bodies pass laws 

that restrict womenôs rights. 



} Political Actors

} Political Parties

} Recent Election Results

} Encouraging and Discouraging 
Developments in Womenôs Rights 
(1999ï2009)



}Main Islamic Political Parties:  PKB, PAN, PPP, PKS

}Main Secular Political Parties: Golkar, PDI-P, Party 

Demokrat (PD)

}Socio-Religious Islamic Organizations 

ƁSupporting Womenôs Rights: Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), 

Muhammadiyah

ƁDiscouraging Womenôs Rights:  Hizbut Tahrir, Laskar Jihad, FPI 

(Islamic Defender Front)

}Womenôs Organizations: Religious and Non-religious



PKSPPPPANPKB
Moderate Conservative

National Awakening  & 

National Mandate Parties

ÅIdeology: Pancasila

ÅPlatform includes human 

rights and democratic ideals  

(hifdzu- al-Aql)

ÅSupports womenôs rights

United Development 

Party

ÅIdeology: Islam 

ÅThe political party into 

which all Islamic groups 

were forced to merge in 

Suharto era

ÅPlatform supports human 

rights & democracy within 

parameters of Islam

ÅSupports progressive 

and regressive laws

Social Justice and 

Prosperity Party 

ÅIdeology: Islam

ÅPreaches & struggles for 

Islamic state in action, but not 

in rhetoric

ÅSeeks to empower rights of 

citizens within Islamic 

parameters but never mentions 

democracy or human rights

ÅSupports regressive laws 

concerning women



Party 1997 1999 2004 2009

PD - - 10.36 20.36

PDI- P 14.90 33.74 19.82 14.32

Golkar 68.10 22.44 23.27 14.24

PKS - 2 8.18 8.46

PAN - 7.12 9.45 6.36

PPP 17.00 10.71 10.55 5.46

PKB - 12.61 9.45 5.12

Secular Parties

Islamic Parties

Dash indicates partyôs 

non-existence at that time
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