
n recent years, the number of protests taking place in Africa has increased as youth 
across the continent voice frustration with their governments. Many young people see 
their countries’ leadership as corrupt and lacking credibility. It’s clear that Africa is 

in need of strong institutions, not strong men. It is also in need of a robust civil society.  How 
can young people make meaningful contributions to their societies?  Africa’s youth population 
is large, energetic, and determined. This energy must be harnessed for 
good—to promote a ‘new type’ of African citizen and build strong 
democracies. 

An emerging generation of activists is using hip hop to speak 
out about issues affecting their countries. Hip hop has taken on a new 
importance around the world as youth utilize the musical genre as a 
vehicle to address their grievances on a local, national, and even 
international scale. We see this when young Africans use hip hop to 
describe the oppressive conditions they experience and to speak out about the injustice of their 
governments. The Y’en a Marre movement in Senegal illustrates that hip hop can be used as a 
central tool for organizing and creating peaceful, political change. As such, hip hop can also be 
used to build connections among various youth groups across Africa working toward 
democratic change. 

—Thiat, January 30, 2014 
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Presentation Overview 

I. Brief History of Keur Gui Crew  
II. Social and Political Context in Senegal 
III.  Y’en a Marre Movement  
IV.NTS: “New Type of Senegalese” 
V. Beyond Senegal’s Borders 
VI.Next Steps 
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Y’en A Marre Timeline 
• March 5, 2011: Y’en A Marre issues a complaint against the  

  government  
• March 19, 2011: Public demonstration 
• April 5, 2011: Sharpen Your Weapon (“Daas Fanaanal”):  

  The Voter Card as a Weapon 
• June 10, 2011: Don’t Touch my Constitution  
• June 22, 2011: Leading Rappers Arrested  
• June 23, 2011:  Anti-Wade protests intensify  
• June 23, 2011: Wade backs off constitutional change  
• December 21, 2011: Do Not Push! (“Faux! Pas Forcé”) 
• March 1, 2012: Finishing the Enemy Off (“Doggali”)  
• March 22, 2012: Victory by Macky Sall  
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Senegal 



I. Brief History of Keur Gui Crew 
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II. Social Context in Senegal:  
Creating Y’en a Marre 

•   Power outages 
•   Unemployment  
•   Rising cost of food  

and fuel 
•   Education 
•   Healthcare 
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III. Y’en A Marre 
 (“We’re Fed Up”) 
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Y’en a Marre Drafts a Complaint 

One Thousand Complaints against the 
Senegalese Government  

(“Les Mille Plaintes Contre le 
Gouvernement du Senegal”) 
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Y’en A Marre Demonstration 
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NTS (“New Type of Senegalese”) 

Improve behavior and responsibility by 
encouraging citizens to:  
• Take an active role in solving societal 

problems 
• Understand the power of their votes 
• Respect public property 
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Sharpen Your Weapon (“Daas Fanaanal”): 
The Voter Card as a Weapon 
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The Political Context 
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Don’t Touch My Constitution 
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Tensions Rise in Senegal: 
Leading Rappers Arrested 
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Anti-Wade Protests Intensify 
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Anti-Wade Protests Intensify 
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Anti-Wade Protests Intensify 
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Anti-Wade Protests Intensify 



“This proves once again that the mobilization of the people 
is a formidable source of democracy”  

—Former Prime Minister Moustapha Niasse 

Wade Backs off Constitutional Change 
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Delivering the Message 
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Delivering the Message 
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Bringing the Message to the People 
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Bringing the Message to the People 
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The Political Context 
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Do Not Push! (“Faux! Pas Forcé”) 

“I swear you were a role model 
until you turned our constitution into your toy!”  

– Y’en A Marre Protestors to President Wade 
30 



Do Not Push! (“Faux! Pas Forcé”) 
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President Wade is Allowed to  
Run for a 3rd Term 
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Finishing the Enemy Off (“Doggali”):  
Through education and non-violent protest 
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Finishing the Enemy Off (“Doggali”): 
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Victory: Peaceful Elections and 
Securing Democracy 
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IV. NTS (“New Type of Senegalese”): 
Keeping Youth Engaged 
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Y’en a Marre Rappers Continue to Engage the Public 

43 

Amnesty International Report on Senegal:  



V. Beyond Senegal’s Borders  
(Gambia): Against Impunity 
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Observing Democracy  
(“Dox Ak Sa Gox”) 
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Observing Democracy  
(“Dox Ak Sa Gox”) 
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VI. Next Steps 

All of these activities lead to the next step in 
my activism: 

–Working with youth across Africa to 
improve conditions in their countries 
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ECOWAS Region 
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 Grassroots democracy  
Goals: 

• Civic education 
• Population gains awareness of social, 

political, and economic issues 
• Population is then able to participate in 

development and change 
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• Target: Grassroots population 
 

• Where: Begin in the ECOWAS zone 
 

• Who:  Youth, artists, journalists, 
women's group leaders, and others 
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How: through art  
1. Rap music compilation album in local languages 
2. Tour by all participating artists throughout their 

various countries (including to universities)  
3. Radio Station – “Voice of the Youth” in the 

ECOWAS zone 
4. Website – information tool and networking 

platform 
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Activities and Timeline: 
1. Early 2015 
2. Develop a “social contract” 
3. Outreach 
4. Recording  
5. Tour (marketing, conference planning, and actual 

tour) 

           *Long term Goals: Radio Station and Website 
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Needs: 
• Refine concept 
• Develop “social contract” 
• Create Organization 
• Develop Budget  
• Seek Funding 
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