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27 July 1983

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

In the spring of 1982, I wrote to you as Chairman

of the bipartisan American Political Foundation, joined by the
Chairmen of the Democratic and Republican National Committees.
We proposed a research study to determine how the United States,
through private sector initiatives, could help strengthen
democratic values and institutions in other countries. That
study has been completed, and its recommendations have been
forwarded to Congress. We know of your keen and continued
interest in our work, which represents the cooperative effort
of the two major political parties, labor, business, and other

American institutions.

It is with special pleasure, therefore, that I present
you with a copy of our basic report on behalf of the Executive
Board of The Democracy Program. This report, "The Commitment
to Democracy: A Bipartisan Approach," recommends creation of
a private non-profit corporation, The National Endowment for
Democracy, to assist our friends abroad in making democracy
work. The Endowment's authorizing legislation has passed the
House and comes up for Senate action in the very near future.
We hope, with Senate approval and a successful resolution of
House and Senate bills in conference, that the Endowment can

begin its work sometime this fall.

Both the leaders of The Democracy Program and a
bipartisan group of congressional leaders look forward to
discussing our proposals with you today at the White House.
For now, we wish simply to thank you for your strong support

of these efforts.

The Democracy Program of the bipartisan American Political Foundation seeks new non-governmental approaches to help strengthen democratic values and institutions throughout the world.

. Allen Weinstein*
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THE COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY: A BIPARTISAN APPROACH

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Ambassador William E. Brock III, (Chairman);U.S. Trade
Representative and Chairman, American Political Foundation.

The Honorable Charles T. Manatt, (Co-Chairman); Chairman,
Democratic National Committee.

The Honorable Frank J. Fahrénkopf, Jr., (Co-Chairman);
Chairman of the Republican National Committee.

Professor Anthony Lake, (Vice-Chairman); Professor, Amherst
College; former Director of Policy Planning, State

Department.

Mr. Ben Wattenberg, (Vice-Chairman); Senior Fellow, American
Enterprise Institute, Vice-Chairman, Board for Internation-

al Broadcasting.

The Honorable Richard V. Allen, Consultant; former National
Security Advisor to President Reagan.

Senator Christopher J. Dodd, Democrat-Connecticut.

Congressman Dante B. Fascell, Democrat-Florida.

The Honorable Peter G. Kelly, Chairman, Democratic Party
National Finance Council.

The Honorable Lane Kirkland, President, AFL-CIO.

Mr. Thomas Reed, Assistant to the President; staff member,
National Security Council.

Ambassador Michael Samuels, International Vice-President, United
States Chamber of Commerce.

The Honorable Sarah Weddington, Esg. (Co-Counsel, The Democracy
Program); former Assistant to President Jimmy Carter.

Mr. Edward Weidenfeld, Esg. (Co-Counsel, The Democracy Program);
former counsel to the 1980 Reagan-Bush Campaign.

Mr. George Agree, President, American Political Foundation.

Professor Allen Weinstein, (Program Director, The Democracy
Program) ; University Professor, Georgetown University,
and Executive Editor, The Washington Quarterly.




"As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master.

This expresses my idea of democracy. Whatever differs from

this, to the extent of the difference, is no democracy."
~--Abraham Lincoln (1858)

"Out of the silence of oppressed peoples, out of the despair
of those who have lost freedom, there comes to us an express-
ion of longing. Repeated again and again, in many tongues,
from many directions, it is the plea of men, women, and
children for the freedom that Thomas Jefferson proclaimed as
an inalienable right."

===Harry.S. Truman.  (1947)

"Whenever we find free peoples having difficulty in the main-
tenance of free institutions, we do not necessarily react in
the same way each time, but we propose to react."

--=Arthur Vandenberg (1947)

"The chairmen and other leaders of the national Republican
and Democratic party organizations are initiating a study
with the bipartisan American Political Foundation to determine
how the United States can best contribute---as a nation---to
the global campaign for democracy now gathering force. They
will have the cooperation of congressional leaders of both
parties along with representatives of business, labor, and
other major institutions in our society.

I look forward to receiving their recommendations and
to working with these institutions and the Congress in the
common task of strengthening democracy throughout the world.
It is time that we committed ourselves as a nation---in both
the public and private sectors---to assisting democratic
development."

—---Ronald W. Reagan (1982)

"I understand that you are beginning the bipartisan study
announced by President Reagan in London which would determine
the feasibility of developing democratic forces overseas.
This is certainly an idea whose time has come. I wish you
luck in this effort and will do my best to cooperate in any
way possible.”

~==Thomas P."0'Neill (1982)



