The International Forum
for Democratic Studies
The International Forum for Democratic Studies was established
as a division within the Endowment in April 1994. Since then,
the Forum has emerged as a leading center for analyzing and
discussing the theory and practice of democratic development
and a clearinghouse for information on groups and institutions
working to achieve and maintain democracy around the world.
Through its publications, conferences, and academic networking, the Forum also supports and enhances the Endowment’s
grants program and the World Movement for Democracy.
The Forum’s activities, many of
which are funded by private contributions, involve and benefit scholars, policy makers, and activists
representing diverse experiences
and views. The Forum has initiated four interrelated programs:

•
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A Research and Conferences
Program that, through a
combination of international
conferences, smaller meetings,
and occasional publications,
analyzes the practical and
theoretical aspects of democracy and democratization;
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•

A Democracy Resource
Center, consisting of a library and archives on democracy, a Web site, and
several online databases;

•

The publication of the
Journal of Democracy, a
quarterly journal published
for the Endowment by the
Johns Hopkins University Press,
along with a series of Journal
of Democracy books; and

•

A Fellowships Program, which
includes the Reagan-Fascell
Democracy Fellows Program and
a small Visiting Fellows Program
that enables democracy activists, scholars, and journalists
from around the world to spend
time in residence at the Forum.

The International Forum for Democratic Studies is directed by Marc F.
Plattner and Larry Diamond, who
also co-edit the Journal of Democracy. The Forum’s programs benefit
from the advice and involvement
of a Research Council consisting of
scholars and other specialists on
democracy from around the world.

Research and Conferences Program
Forum research focuses on issues of
democratic transition and consolidation
as well as on the common challenges
facing both new and established democracies. Each year the Forum convenes
meetings ranging from international
conferences to smaller seminars, lectures,
and colloquia in Washington, D.C.

Network of Democracy
Research Institutes
As part of the Research and Conferences
Program, the Forum administers a Network

In September, the Forum sponsored its second Washington Workshop for Think-Tank Managers.
Twelve senior managers of NDRI institutes spent a week in Washington visiting many of its most
important policy research centers to learn about think tank management, budgeting, fundraising,
communications and outreach, government and public relations, and website design.
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The International Forum for Democratic Studies
colloquium series included the following
speakers and topics in the past year:

able at www.wmd.org/ndri/ndri.html.

“Azerbaijan’s Impending Elections: Last Chance
for Democracy?” Leila Alieva, Center for National
and International Studies, Baku, Azerbaijan

“From Bosnia to Turkey: The EU and State Building” Gerald Knaus, European Stability Initiative

“Auditing Israeli Democracy 2005: A Decade after the Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin” Asher Arian
and Shlomit Barnea, Israel Democracy Institute

“Turkey’s Internal Reforms and EU Accession Prospects” Soli
Özel, Istanbul Bilgi University; İlter Turan, Istanbul Bilgi University; and Laith Kubba, National Endowment for Democracy

“Egypt’s 2005 Elections” Maye Kassem, American University in Cairo

“Promoting Elections in Africa: Hollow Promises or Crafting Democracy?” Staffan Lindberg, Kent State University
“The Rise of ‘Muslim Democracy’” Vali
Nasr, U.S. Naval Postgraduate School

“Democratization in the Black Sea Area: A Roundtable on
the Use and Abuse of Historical Constructs” Alina MungiuPippidi, Doğu Ergil, and Andrei Piontkovsky, Reagan-Fascell
Democracy Fellows; Charles King, Georgetown University; and
Michael McFaul, Hoover Institution and Stanford University
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Discussion: Building
Democracy after Conflict
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Michael McFaul of the Hoover Institution
and Stanford University discusses “Democratization in the Black Sea Area: A Roundtable
on the Use and Abuse of Historical Constructs”
at a Forum roundtable. Also pictured are
Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellows Doğu Ergil
(right) and Andrei Piontkovsky (left).

to Democracy: Learning from the Reform

Maye Kassem (center) of the American
University in Cairo, discusses Egypt’s 2005
elections at a Forum colloquium. Also
pictured is NED President Carl Gershman and
co-director of the International Forum, Marc

favorable to a democratic political culture.

Discussion: From Islamism
to Muslim Democracy
In September, the Forum and the Woodrow
Wilson International Center for Scholars
cosponsored a panel discussion titled,
“From Islamism to Muslim Democracy: The
Challenges of Political Inclusion in Muslim
Countries.” Featured speakers included
Anwar Ibrahim, former deputy prime
minister of Malaysia; Saad Eddin Ibrahim,
professor of political sociology, American
University in Cairo and chairman of the
board, Ibn Khaldun Center for Development Studies; Larry Diamond, codirector,
Saad Eddin Ibrahim of the Ibn Khaldun Center for Development Studies in Egypt discusses “Paths
to Democracy: Learning from the Reform Experiences of European, Post-Soviet, and Arab Countries”
at a conference that the Forum’s Network of Democracy Research Institutes co-sponsored with the
Centre for Liberal Strategies (Bulgaria) and the Center for Democracy, Development, and the Rule
of Law (Stanford University).
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and senior fellow, Hoover Institution; and
Vali Nasr, professor of national security
affairs, U.S. Naval Postgraduate School.

Democracy Resource Center
The Democracy Resource Center
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